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INTRODUCTION 
The main varieties in southeastern Albania are 
few in number but that are other varieties that 
are less popular, usually old local varieties with 
limited areas. They are an important source of 
variability. Since 1989 the older grapevine 
cultivars are collected and are planted in 
grapevine collection, located at the Qilarisht 
village, Permet city. Now are on- farm 
conservation. This study was conducted to 
characterize 24 of them throughout the 
ampelographic methods. The characterization 
of such grapevine cultivars is a task for the 
future improvements in grape breeding and 
genetic researches. Such studies would be an 
invaluable source in breeding program in 
choosing proper parent to generate large 
numbers of progeny generated from 
hybridization program.  
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MATERIAL AND METHODS 
24 grapevine cultivars in private collection at 
Qilarisht village near Permet are chosen to 
characterize. Ten vines for cultivar were 
selected for study. The vines are 23 years old 
and cultivated under the same growing 
condition. These cultivars are not described 
before by descriptor lists. The ampelographic 
observations were carried out during vegetative 
phase. There are characterized shoot tips, 
mature leaves bunches and berries. Mean value 
of the ampelographic definitions were 
transformed to numerical scales according to 
the international descriptors. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Mature leaf characters chosen in this study 
provided discriminative date although certain 
parameters were the same among the studied 
cultivars such as the shape of blade. The length 
of mature leaf blades among the cultivars were 
in range of 11.7 cm and 15.6cm.The size of teeth 
is from 4.2mm to 12.5mm. 
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                            Vreshti ne Qilarisht 
In respect of the bunch and berry characters we can 
distinguish  in this group of cultivars, the cultivars for 
fresh consumption, the cultivars for winemaking and 
the cultivars with double used for fresh consumption 
and winemaking too. 
The cultivars for fresh consumption are characterized 
by large grapes that have an average weight 288- 347g. 
The berries are large, spherical or ovoid with the pulp 
crispy. Only cultivar Kardinal and Tip muskati has 
berries rarely displayed on the bunch that is a 
preference of consummators. The skin of the berries is 
thicker in cultivar Kardinal tip, and with different 
colors golden yellow in the cultivars Korith i bardhe, 
Sulltanine, red- viola in cv. Kardinal. Pruine is present 
in many cultivars as Korith i bardhe, Kardinal tip and 
Muscat. This gives them a fine commercial looks.  

                    
    cv. Korith i kuq            cv. Debinë e bardhë                     cv. Kotekë e zezë 
About the seeds, cultivars Korith i bardhe, Korith i 
Qilarishtes, Sulltanine, Korith i kuq has one seed, 
cultivars Tip Muskati, Kardinal has 1-2 seeds. The 
aroma that is another feature that is very important is 
present in cultivar Tip Muskati. 
The cultivars of grapes for wine, as compared to the 
table grape varieties were characterized by small or 
medium (90-260 g) sized grapes; berries placed densely 
on the bunch; the pulp of the berry was juicy and with 
high quantities of sugar, the berry skin being thin. In 
this group are varieties Pulez, Koteke e zeze, Koteke e 
bardhe.                                                                                              

                 

                              

 
The cultivars with double used are generally 
characterized by medium-sized grapes, with the 
berries placed appropriately on the bunch. Berries 
are medium sized, with elastic or rigid skin, colored 
green-yellowish, golden-yellow or black, covered 
with a medium layer of pruine. The pulp of the 
berries was pulpous, crispy or even juicy, with a 
pleasant taste, slightly flavored, with 2-3 medium 
sized seeds. Almost all of these varieties have a 
pleasant commercial appearance, close to that of 
table grapes and some of them a high quantity of 
sugar for obtaining wine. From this group we 
noticed Serine e zeze e Petranit, Serine e bardhe, 
Qilarisht e bardhe, I bardhi i Petranit. The grapes of 
these varieties are suitable both for fresh 
consumption and for winemaking.  
Tab1. The evaluation of ampelographic characters 
of cultivars  

CONCLUSIONS 
The present study provided particular knowledge 
on some autochthonous grapevine cultivars helping 
to prevent disappearing local cultivars and to 
preserve such germplasm collection for future 
studies. 
The local varieties and biotypes represent an 
important source of biodiversity and also a valuable 
source for obtaining authentic, specific products.  
Most of the varieties with mixed features present a 
pleasant commercial aspect close to that of table 
grapes and a balanced chemical composition that 
recommends them both for fresh consumption as 
well as for obtaining some tasty wine. 
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ABSTRACT: The preservation of the grapevine biodiversity is the main duty to reduce the genetic erosion. The special geographical conditions, relief 
structure and climatic variability in the southeastern Albania make this zone a pool where grapevine diversity is still high. The older grapevine cultivars collected 
in this zone since 1989 are planted in grapevine collection, located at the Qilarisht village, Permet city. Now are on- farm conservation. In this work are described 

24 of them. The phenotypic variability is evaluated through the ampelographic characteristics of the adult leaves and bunches. The description of these older 
cultivars it is the first step of their identification.  

 


